December 2005 Update

Eagle Mine Superfund Site
Minturn, Colorado
(5-Year Review Date 9/27/05)

Brief Site History: A hundred years of mining near Vail left metals that killed fish in the
Eagle River, threatened drinking water wells in Minturn, Colorado. The site includes the
now-flooded Eagle Mine, the abandoned town of Gilman and 8 million tons of mine
wastes. Miners began working the Eagle Mine in the 1880s, searching for gold and
silver. The Eagle later became a mainly zinc-mining operation, leaving high levels of
arsenic, cadmium, copper, lead and zinc in the soil, and in surface and groundwater. EPA
placed the mine on its National Priorities List in 1986.

Cleanup Activities Completed: The Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment (CDPHE) and the Responsible Party, Viacom, implemented a cleanup plan
in 1988 to:

e Plug mine portals to flood the mine workings
e Collect and treat mine and groundwater in a newly constructed treatment plant
e Remove, consolidate and cap tailings materials, replant removal areas, cap soils

In 1989 EPA became more involved in the project, resulting in additional cleanup
measures:

Evaluating health risks in the middle school and Minturn area
Ordering the cleanup and reconstruction of the wetlands area
Removing hazardous materials from the mine site

Pumping and treating groundwater

Tightening cleanup standards on the Eagle River

The cleanup began in 1983. Since then, EPA and CDPHE have cooperated on long-term
actions. In 1996 the two agencies and Viacom signed an agreement requiring evaluation
and possible construction of the groundwater extraction system. Fish populations in the
Eagle River have improved; testing has shown that risks to human health have
diminished or do not exist.

Current Status: Current Operation and Maintenance activities include the multi-
component cap over the consolidated tailings pile and the water treatment plant.

Summary of Protectiveness: The results of this second five-year review indicate that the
remedy is expected to be protective of human health and the environment.

Issues Impacting Protectiveness: Nine issues were noted during the five-year review, and
recommendations identified. The following table summarizes the status of the follow-up
actions addressing these issues.
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